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The Australian Bureau of Statistics acknowledges
the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country
throughout Australia and recognises their continuing
connection to land, waters and community. We pay our
respects to their cultures and Elders, past and present.

Our Story.
Our Future.




The ABS conducts the Australian Census of Population and Housing every
five years.

The Census counts every person and home in Australia.

Census data tells us about the economic, social and cultural make-up of
the country.

The Census is compulsory for everyone in Australia on Census night
(including international students, temporary workers, and tourists).

The next Census will be held in August 2026.
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People experiencing
homelessness strategy
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FOR OUR MOST
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A person is homeless if they do not have suitable accommodation
alternatives and their current living arrangement:

= isin a dwelling that is inadequate - ACT 2021 59

= has no tenure, or if their initial tenure is short and not extendable,
or - ACT 2021 862

= does not allow them to have control of, and access to space for
social relations. - ACT 2021 848

ABS (2012) Information Paper - A Statistical Definition of Homelessness
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https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/4922.0?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/4922.0?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/4922.0?OpenDocument

Rough sleepers

People without shelter or
typical accommodation,
for example people
living in their car or
on the street

Rough Sleeper Week

Rough sleepers are counted by
interview.

In the standard approach (Special
Short Form), the ‘usual address’
question won't be asked.

In specific areas, some people will
be asked the usual address
question. This is so people who are
travelling from Community can
provide details about where they
have travelled from.
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= | Census Special Short Form
Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026
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1 where did you sleep on Census night,
Tuesday 11 August 20267
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People staying in
crisis accommodation,
shelters, refuges and

boarding houses

O

Accommodation for people experiencing e

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026

homelessness (around 11th August) p—— comrre——
The ABS will work closely with P —— O —

= Community Field Officers will assist in

= |n some instances, this may occur

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2036, Every person in Australia (2) select | Continue to Census form
on Ce ht [ luded Census form. The information

homelessness service providers and
organisations to count the number of

people staying in these places on Census
night.

collection for some of these cases.

around the 11t August

and Collection Netce, g (o Ww.census.abs gauau/privacy
At gz
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Couch surfers

People who are
between homes,
staying temporarily
with friends or family

Couch surfers and people
living in severely crowded
homes can counted as
part of regular Census
field collection.

Everyone staying at the
residence on Census night
needs be included on the
Census form. Personal
forms should be used to
help count couch surfers
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Census Household Form
atietics | Carmus night Is Tussday 51 Auguse B936.
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Complete your Census online

!

: Census Personal Form

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026
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|§| Census Household Form

Mar A8 um only.

1t°s time to complete your Census.
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@ Census Personal Form

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026

For ABS use only.

It's time to complete your Census.
Census night Is Tuesday 11 August 2026, Every persen In Australia
Census night must be Included on a Census form, The Information
o provide s used to make (mpartant decisions about transport,
schools, healthcare and ifrastucture. 152 helps lan ser
individuals, familles and cemmuniti
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Census and Statistics Act 1 . abs.gov.au or
page twa of this form to figh ou
Thank you for taking part.

G

Jenmy Telford
Censis General Manager
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Complete your Census online

(D) Goto www.census.abs.gov.au
(2) select | Continue to Census farm |

(3) Enter your Census number
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(@) enter your temporary password

OR

Complete this paper form and
reten It withcut delay.
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How to write your answers 1 What s the address of this dwelling?
e Please wse CAPTIAL etters only

ik 7 number
- e CAPITAL ltters and Wfam)

oty e ene letter per b N 5 W
~ Bemember 1o esve 4 sace
betureen veords, e thi:
DIESEL ME
CHANIC
Iy ke a mistake,drawe s e
though the b, e thes 76 saeefteriory  postcece
through the box anct
Tikethis:

SuburbLocaliy

SE RV INC T b T
N& CARS

A respanes ane

Sreet name (siamples: GRAKAN AVENU, CEORGE STREET)

0 Comenca st of Aumiala 206

Far more infarmatian, ge to ] wiww.census.abs.govau
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How to write your answers.
Please use 2 back or blue pen.
Mark boves, e this:

Use CAPMALfeters,

Census Special Short Form
Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026
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1 Where did you sleep on Census night,
Tuesday 11 August 20267
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2 Whatis your date of birth and age?
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ReservesService

() Yes, curentiy n the Resenes.

) Ves, previouslyin the Reserves.
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People living in improvised
dwellings, tents or sleepers out

People in supported
accommodation for the homeless

People living in boarding houses

People in other temporary lodgings

People staying temporarily with
other households

People living in 'severely'
crowded dwellings

‘sleeping rough’

‘in transitional, crisis or
homeless accommodation
(short or medium term)’

‘in rooming houses or
lodging houses’

‘in brokered, vouchered or
purchased accommodation’

‘couch surfing’

‘in overcrowded dwellings’

Special Short Form (most areas)
Household Form in specific areas

Personal Form

Personal Form

Personal Form

Household Form or Personal Form

Household Form or Personal Form

Special Short Form - not included
Household Form - ‘NONE’ or provide usual
address (if have one),

Write ‘NONE’ in the suburb part of the
question

Homelessness-agency arranged stay - write
‘NONE — CRISIS’ in the suburb part of the
question

Living long term - provide the address of the
boarding house.

Write ‘NONE — CRISIS’ in the suburb part of
the question.

Residents who have no usual address enter
‘NONE’ for the suburb part of the question.

Provide usual address
1



During the week commencing 10th August, Census staff will be accompanying the following
outreach teams on their standard route:

Vinnies Night Patrol — Monday 10th — Sunday 16th
Orange Sky — various locations and times across the week

Census staff will be providing in-house support at the following locations:
Early Morning Centre — Tuesday 11th — Friday 14th 9am — 1pm

Vinnies Roadhouse — Monday 10th — Sunday 16th
St Benedicts in Queanbeyan — Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10am - 1pm

12
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Two phase public consultation with over 1,000 pieces of feedback.

Changes to questions for 10 existing topics across cultural diversity,
health, household and families, transport and work themes.

This includes expansion of the ancestry question to collect up to four
ancestries for each person.

A new topic on gender and sexual orientation has been added for people
aged 16 years and older.
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Census

Important data that will support better programs and services across Australia

Household Form (paper form)

8 What was the person’s sex recorded at birth?

* Mark “Another term” when the person was registered as
something other than male or famale at birth.

= Mark one box, like this:

9 What is the person’s gender?
* Answer for people aged 16 years and older.
= This gquestion refers to how the person currently identifies
or expresses their gender, which may be different to
sex at birth.
* Mark one box, like this: ==

@ Go to www.census.abs.gov.au/questions for more
information.

Male
Female

Another term 57 How does the person describe their sexual

orientation?

+ Answer for people aged 16 years and older.

Man + Data from this question will help plan health and social
Woman programs and services.
Non-binary * Mark one box, like this: ==

@ GO to www.census.abs.gov.au/questions for more

Uses another term (specify) ot

Prefer not to answer

2025 Census Test
Interviewer Household Form

Straight
Gay or Lesbian
Bisexual

Uses another term (specify)

Don't know

Prefer not to answer

7 Inthe table below, list all people who usually live in this dwelling, as well as any visitors who will be staying overnight. 2 =
« Record the head of household as Person 1 and their spouse or partner as Person 2. -
 Record detas for 1 dults, chien,bables and vistors: 59 Only continue for people aged 16 years or more
" i X
:a:;f:bm ‘3";‘0':::::‘;:::?:.’“,“”%6“‘"% 60 Does the person identify as a man or a woman? 61 Does the person describe themselves as:
Person e * This question can be skipped. * This question can be skipped.
Number Name Date of Birth and Age Was the person peron
T DY MR e Male Man Uses another term (specify)  Prefor not to answer Saight Uses another term (specify) Don't know 15
P";"" E i i e AND oo Female 1 Woman Gay or Lesbian Prefer not o answer
Yoars Another term Non-binary Rl
e




June 2027

- Key demographics
» Cultural diversity

+ Health ﬁ%

October 2027
+ Employment

 Educational
qualifications

* Internal migration

Early to mid 2028

* Journey to work

« Socio-economic @
indexes for areas
(SEIFA)

- Estimates of people
experiencing
homelessness
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Ceonsus

Why every answer matters
in the 2026 Census

Tuesdey 11 Aupmt

EVERY ANSWER
MATTERS

2026 CENSUS Every Answer Matters

UL - c O T
O 2 R
/AN TS i

A range of promotional materials, social media tiles and language information is available to

download from our resources site — www.info.census.abs.gov.au
18
OFFICIAL



For further information please contact:

Deb Fleming — Local Engagement Office — ACT
Email: deb.fleming@censusfield.abs.gov.au
Phone: 0438 244 233

www.info.census.abs.g

yd

.dlU



mailto:deb.fleming@censusfield.abs.gov.au
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