
2026 Australian Census of Population and Housing 

Inclusive Strategies





What is the Census?

▪ The ABS conducts the Australian Census of Population and Housing every 
five years. 

▪ The Census counts every person and home in Australia.

▪ Census data tells us about the economic, social and cultural make-up of 
the country. 

▪ The Census is compulsory for everyone in Australia on Census night 
(including international students, temporary workers, and tourists).
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The next Census will be held in August 2026.



Inclusive Strategies scope

People 
experiencing 

homelessness 
strategy 

People from 
culturally & 
linguistically 

diverse 
communities 

strategy 

Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 

Islander Peoples 
in urban and 

regional areas 
strategy

Strategy for 
people living 

with 
disability



People experiencing 
homelessness strategy  



ABS definition of homelessness

A person is homeless if they do not have suitable accommodation 

alternatives and their current living arrangement:

▪ is in a dwelling that is inadequate – ACT 2021 59

▪ has no tenure, or if their initial tenure is short and not extendable, 

or - ACT 2021 862

▪ does not allow them to have control of, and access to space for 
social relations. - ACT 2021 848

ABS (2012) Information Paper - A Statistical Definition of Homelessness 

https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/4922.0?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/4922.0?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/PrimaryMainFeatures/4922.0?OpenDocument


Census and homelessness approach types
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Rough Sleeper Week

▪ Rough sleepers are counted by 

interview. 

▪ In the standard approach (Special 

Short Form), the ‘usual address’ 

question won’t be asked. 

▪ In specific areas, some people will 

be asked the usual address 

question. This is so people who are 

travelling from Community can 

provide details about where they 

have travelled from. 



Census and homelessness approach types

8

Accommodation for people experiencing 

homelessness (around 11th August)

▪ The ABS will work closely with 

homelessness service providers and 

organisations to count the number of 

people staying in these places on Census 

night. 

▪ Community Field Officers will assist in 

collection for some of these cases. 

▪ In some instances, this may occur 

around the 11th August



Census and homelessness approach types 
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▪ Couch surfers and people 

living in severely crowded 

homes can counted as 

part of regular Census 

field collection. 

▪ Everyone staying at the 

residence on Census night 

needs be included on the 

Census form. Personal 

forms should be used to 

help count couch surfers



Paper forms used for homelessness 
enumeration
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ABS Homelessness Operational Groups -
recap

ABS Homeless Operational 
Group(s)

Referred to as​ Form type Answering the usual address question​

People living in improvised 
dwellings, tents or sleepers out​

‘sleeping rough’​ Special Short Form (most areas)  
Household Form in specific areas

Special Short Form  - not included
Household Form - ‘NONE’ or provide usual 
address (if have one),

People in supported 
accommodation for the homeless​

‘in transitional, crisis or 
homeless accommodation 
(short or medium term)’

Personal Form ​Write ‘NONE’ in the suburb part of the 
question

People living in boarding houses​ ‘in rooming houses or 
lodging houses’

Personal Form Homelessness-agency arranged stay - write 
‘NONE – CRISIS’ in the suburb part of the 
question
Living long term - provide the address of the 
boarding house.​

People in other temporary lodgings​ ‘in brokered, vouchered or 
purchased accommodation’

Personal Form Write ‘NONE – CRISIS’ in the suburb part of 
the question.

People staying temporarily with 
other households​

‘couch surfing’ Household Form or Personal Form Residents who have no usual address enter 
‘NONE’ for the suburb part of the question.

People living in 'severely' 
crowded dwellings​

‘in overcrowded dwellings’ Household Form or Personal Form Provide usual address
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Locations for support during Census
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During the week commencing 10th August, Census staff will be accompanying the following 
outreach teams on their standard route: 

Vinnies Night Patrol – Monday 10th – Sunday 16th  
Orange Sky – various locations and times across the week 

Census staff will be providing in-house support at the following locations: 

Early Morning Centre – Tuesday 11th – Friday 14th 9am – 1pm 
Vinnies Roadhouse – Monday 10th – Sunday 16th 
St Benedicts in Queanbeyan – Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10am - 1pm



New Census topic



2026 Census topic review

▪ Two phase public consultation with over 1,000 pieces of feedback. 

▪ Changes to questions for 10 existing topics across cultural diversity, 
health, household and families, transport and work themes.​ 

▪ This includes expansion of the ancestry question to collect up to four 
ancestries for each person. 

▪ A new topic on gender and sexual orientation has been added for people 
aged 16 years and older. 



New topic – Gender and Sexual Orientation 
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Household Form (paper form)

Important data that will support better programs and services across Australia 



When will data be released?
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June 2027

• Key demographics

• Cultural diversity

• Health

October 2027

• Employment

• Educational 
qualifications

• Internal migration

Early to mid 2028

• Journey to work

• Socio-economic 
indexes for areas 
(SEIFA)

• Estimates of people 
experiencing 
homelessness



How you can help



Promoting Census 2026
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A range of promotional materials, social media tiles and language information is available to
download from our resources site – www.info.census.abs.gov.au



www.info.census.abs.gov.au

For further information please contact:

Deb Fleming – Local Engagement Office – ACT 
Email:  deb.fleming@censusfield.abs.gov.au
Phone:  0438 244 233

mailto:deb.fleming@censusfield.abs.gov.au
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